Regulatory role of humoral factors released by macrophages in rat lymphocyte reactivity in vitro. II. Influence of humoral factors released by normal peritoneal macrophages on spontaneous lymphocyte stimulation.
Supernatants harvested from peritoneal macrophage cultures, derived from normal rats, exhibit in vitro two antagonistic activities: stimulating and suppressing spontaneous stimulation of syngeneic lymphocytes. Stimulation of DNA synthesis by macrophage supernatants occurs in lymph node lymphocytes, which show low values of spontaneous stimulation. Suppression of DNA synthesis by macrophage supernatants is revealed in thymocytes and cortisone-resistant thymocytes, which demonstrate high values of spontaneous stimulation.